Claims 2-8. Cancel. 

Claim 9. (Amended) The portable post support as defined in claim 1 wherein 
said post securing means on said body bottom comprises an opening in said body bottom 
adapted to receive a post there through whereby such post is secured from lateral 
movement with respect to said body bottom. 

REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed in view of the Office Action dated 
09/08/2004, and applicant's attorney has conferred with the Examiner. Rejected claims 
2-8 have been cancelled. Objected to claims 1 and 9 have been amended to overcome the 
objections thereto. 

This application has been amended to more distinctly claim the subject matter of 
the invention and to distinguish the invention over the prior art to place the application in 
condition for allowance and such action is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



EVAN D. ROBERTS 
Reg. No. 18,891 
Attorney for Applicant 
119N. Second Street 
P.O. Box 369 
Peotone, IL 60468-0369 
708-258-6318 
Fax: 708-258-6019 



KEITH VANDER WOUDE 




By: /^AW^^S 

EVAN D. ROBERTS 
Attorney for Applicant 
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ART UNIT: 3632 



APPLICATION NO.: 10/630,827 



EXAMINER: Amy J. Sterling 



FILED: 07/31/2003 



FOR: PORTABLE POST SUPPORT 



DATE: November 17, 2004 



AMENDMENT 



United States Patent & Trademark Office 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated 09/08/2004 and interview with the 
Examiner, kindly amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 



Claim 1 . (Amended) A portable post support comprising a body of a certain 
height, said body having a bottom adapted to be supported on a generally horizontal 
support surface and a chamber opening upwardly from said body for receiving and 
retaining flowable ballast material into said body chamber, said body having a body top 
portion extending across the opening of said chamber of said body and having a vertical 
central support conduit adapted for supporting a post there through toward said body 
bottom, a body top cover, means for securing said body top cover to said body top 
portion, post securing means on said body bottom within said body chamber for securing a 




-1- 



post to said body bottom, said body top portion having a separate opening means spaced 
from said [central] chamber opening thereof to allow the flowable ballast material to be 
passed there through into the chamber of said body, said body co ver ha s an under surface 
adapted to rest on said body top portion for covering said body top portion when placed 
thereof said cover having a central opening there through to receive a post there through 
and securing means in said body top cover and said body top portion for securing said 
body cover to said body top portion comprises a cam edge on said body top portion 
within said top opening, a cam surface inclined toward said body bottom an aperture 
adapted to receive a certain protrusion, a restraining projection extending at an acute 
angle from said body cover under surface, and a protrusion extending from said cover 
under surface toward said restraining projection, said restraining projection having an 
u pper surface facing said cover under surface and said protrusion, said protrusion being 
adapted to engage and detent into said cam edge opening when said body cover is placed 
on said body top portion and ro tated about said top portion support opening to move said 
protrusion toward said inclined cam edge between said restraining projection and said 
cover protrusion forcing said cover protrusion into said incline aperture whereby said 
cover will be restrained on said body top portion to secure said body cover to said body 
top portion for retaining said cover on said body whereby when the flowable ballast 
material is placed in said body chamber said body will tend to support a post positioned 
within said body and secured to said bottom of said body. 
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Claims 2-8. Cancel 



Claim 9. (Amended) The portable post support as defined in claim [7] 1 wherein 
said post securing means on said body bottom comprises an opening in said body bottom 
adapted to receive a post there through whereby such post is secured from lateral 
movement with respect to said body bottom. 



REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed in view of the Office Action dated 
09/08/2004, and applicant's attorney has conferred with the Examiner. Rejected claims 
2-8 have been cancelled. Objected to claims 1 and 9 have been amended to overcome the 
objections thereto. 

This application has been amended to more distinctly claim the subject matter of 
the invention and to distinguish the invention over the prior art to place the application in 
condition for allowance and such action is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



By: 



KEITH VANDER WOUDE 




EVAN D. ROBERTS 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Reg. No. 18,891 
Attorney for Applicant 
119N. Second Street 
P.O. Box 369 
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